Tips  on  Successful  Pea  Production 

By:  Trevor  Kloeck,  Pulse  and  Special  Crops  Specialist 


Are  you  thinking  of  growing  peas  or  any  other  pulse 
crops  this  year?  If  so,  then  there  are  a few  basic  things  you 
will  need  to  consider.  Pulse  crops  like  peas  are  unique  in  that 
they  are  able  to  supply  up  to  80%  of  their  own  nitrogen  from 
the  atmosphere,  so  with  high  nitrogen  costs,  and  low 
commodity  values  for  crops  like  barley  and  canola,  peas  can 
be  an  appealing  option.  This  ability  to  supply  nitrogen  is 
important,  both  for  the  existing  pea  crop  and  the  following 
2002  crop.  To  make  the  most  of  it  though,  try  to  avoid 
seeding  peas  on  ground  with  more  than  40  lbs./ac  of  available 
nitrogen  in  the  soil  as  this  could  lead  to  lodging  and  reduced 
nitrogen  fixation.  Make  sure  peas  are  seeded  into  a relatively 
clean  field,  preferably  one  that  has  been  treated  with  a pre  or 
post  harvest  glyphosate  product.  Perennial  weeds  such  as 
Canada  thistle  can  be  difficult  to  adequately  control  with 
existing  in  crop  herbicides  and  with  peas  being  relatively  non- 
competitive compared  to  crops  such  as  barley,  weed 
management  is  important.  You  will  also  need  to  make  sure 
that  the  herbicides  you  used  in  previous  years  do  not  contain 
residues  that  can  damage  peas  as  failing  to  do  so  can  be  an 


expensive  lesson  to  learn.  When  seeding  in  the  spring,  take 
care  to  treat  pea  seed  gently  and  try  to  avoid  excessive  handling 
as  pea  seed  is  more  susceptible  to  damage  than  other  crops. 
When  inoculating,  remember  that  inoculant  is  made  up  of 
living  bacteria  and  that  exposure  to  warm  temperatures  and 
sunlight  will  reduce  their  numbers  so  at  times  it  may  be 
necessary  to  re-inoculate.  Inoculant  may  be  in  short  supply  this 
year  so  line  up  your  source  early.  Recently,  there  have  been 
reports  made  that  peas  do  not  need  additional  fertilizer  in  order 
to  produce  a good  crop.  This  may  be  true  in  some  instances 
but  it  is  important  to  remember  that  peas  are  high  users  of 
nutrients  such  as  phosphate  and  potassium  and  failing  to  ensure 
those  needs  are  met  can  be  disastrous.  These  are 

just  some  of  the  basic  pointers  that  can  make 

pea  production  a success  Jsj  and  result  in  yields  of 
over  60  Bu/ac.  The  region  u is  a good  pea  production 

area  and  if  the  right  steps  are  ^ taken,  both  high  yield 

and  high  quality  can  be  achieved  on  a regular  basis.  If  you  are 
planning  on  growing  peas  or  any  other  pulses  or  special  crops, 
feel  free  to  give  me  a call  at  780-963-6101. 


AFSC  {Agriculture  Financial  Services  Corporation ) offers 
many  financial  products  for  any  stage  of  your  farm  business.  Ask 
us  about  our  farm  lending  services: 

• Beginning  Fanner  Loans 

• Vendor  Mortgage  Plan 

• Developing  Farmer  Loans 

• Disaster  Assistance/  Crop  Loss  Loans 

• Alberta  Farm  Development  Loans 

• Specific  Guarantees 

• Farm  Income  Disaster  Program 

For  more  information,  please  contact: 

Bill  Tchir,  Lyle  Roberts,  or  Barry  Robertson  in  Stony  Plain  at 
(780)963-6101. 

Other  services:  AFSC  Commercial  - innovative  financing  for 
businesses  in  the  agrifood  and  value-added  sector.  Phone:  (780) 


Stony  Plain  District  Office 

Provincial  Building 

4709-44  Avenue 

Stony  Plain,  AB  T7Z  1N4 

Tel:  780-963-6101 

Fax:  780-963-4709 

Toll  Free:  310-0000 

E-mail: 

firstname.lastname@gov.ab.ca 
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AGRICULTURE.  FOOD  AND 
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Agriculture  Financial 
Services  Corporation 

Lyle  Roberts  - Lending  Division 
Bill  Tchir  - Lending  Division 
Barry  Robertson  - Lending  Division 
Bette  Strass  - Insurance  Division 
Dianne  Kyle  - Insurance  Division 


Alberta  Agriculture  Food 
and  Rural  Development 

Trevor  Kloeck  - Cereal  & Oilseed 
Specialist 

Sharon  Homeniuk  - Rural 
Development  Specialist  - Business 
Amber  Kluthe  - Client  Service 
Representative 
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National  Library  of  Canada 
Bibliotheque  nationale  du  Canada 


Please  contact  the  Stony  Plain 
District  Agriculture  office  for 
more  information: 

Tel  (780)  963-6101 

Fax  (780)  963-4709 

E-mail:  amber.kluthe@gov.ab.ca 


3 3286  52154368  2 


New  in  Priced  Publications 

812-5  Leasing  Cropland  in  Alberta  <j 

606-1  2001  Crop  Protection  Guide  ($10  plus  gst) 

825-1  Farm  Operations  Cost  Guide  ($5  plus  gst) 

New  in  Free  Publications 

888-1  Country  Vacation  Profits. ..A  start-up  Country  Vacation  Enterprise 

888-3  Agri-tourism:  Rural  Festivals  & Special  Events 

888-4  Providing  Farm  Tours 

263/830-2  Commercial  Medicinal  Herb  Enterprise 

420/830-3  Commercial  Beef  Niche  Market  Alternatives 

400/27-2  Code  of  Practice  for  Responsible  Livestock  Development  and 

Manure  Management  (2000) 

100/32  Varieties  of  Cereal  and  Oilseed  Crops  for  Alberta  2001 

007-1  Alberta  Fairs  & Rural  Tourism  - Explore  2001 


layout  OyAaifof  Wattle,  CSR 


Have  YOU  completed  Your  Water  Act  Registration  Yet? 

Have  you  heard  or  read  about  Alberta  Environment’s  voluntary  registration  program  to  protect  your  farm  water  supply  and  wonder  what 
it’s  all  about?  Are  you  wondering  why  you  should  consider  completing  a registration?  Do  you  wonder  how  this  registration  of  farm 
water  supplies  will  work?  And  finally,  do  you  wonder  where  to  pick  up  the  registration  form  and  how  to  complete  it? 

If  your  answer  to  any  of  the  above  questions  is  YES  then  contact  your  local  District  Agriculture  Office  for  more  information  and 

registration  form. 

^ Reminder  --  Deadline  to  register  is  December  31, 2001 ! 


NEW  on  Ropin’  the  Web. ..Farmers  encouraged  to  test  for  fusarium...Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  updates.. .A  new  pest  and 
disease  advisory  page  for  greenhouse  growers... and  much  more. 

Visit:  www.agric.gov.abxa 
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April  20-21,  2001 
Bashaw,  Alberta 

A unique  opportunity  for  communities  and  businesses  to 
promote  their  products  and  services  and  celebrate 
their  successes! 

Contact  Jackie  Northey,  Bashaw  Agricultural  Society  at 
(780)  372-3648  for  more  information. 


Finding  Agreement  on  Difficult  Issues 

April  11-12,  2001 
Edmonton,  AB 

Designed  for  rural  and  urban  councilors,  municipal  employees  and 
board  members  as  well  as  members  of  commodity  organizations 
and  any  group.  Learn  the  tools  necessary  to  effectively  reach  an 
agreement  on  complex  and  contentious  issues. 

Call  Richard  Duncan  at  (780)  422-8325  for  more  information. 
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Canadian  Cattle  Identification  Program 

For  further  information,  please  contact  the 
Canadian  Cattle  Identification  Agency 
#230,  6715  -8th  Street  NE~ 
Calgary,  AB  T2E  7H7 


Phone:  1 -877-909-BEEF  (2333) 
Web:  www.cattle.ca/ccia 
Fax:  403-275-1668 
E-mail:  ccia@cattle.ca 


Pastures  That  Last  A Lifetime! 

Free  Workshop  about: 

♦ How  to  win  the  war  against  weeds 

♦ Managing  small  and  large  pastures 

♦ Rotational  grazing 

♦ Stocking  rates 

♦ Watering  sources  and  much  more! 

For  more  information  and  to  register  call: 

(780)  968-8467 


APril  18,  2001 
Garden  Va/|ey  Hail 
or 

April  19,  2001 

Tomahawk 


ALBERTA  WHITE-TAIL  & MULE  DEER  ASSOCIATION 
4th  ANNUAL  NORTH  AMERICAN  CONVENTION  & TRADE  SHOW 
APRIL  6th,  7th  & 8th,  2001 

RAMADA  HOTEL 
EDMONTON,  ALBERTA 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CALL  (780)  672-5988  OR  VISIT 

www.albertadeerxom 

Antler  Competition  • Education  Seminars  • Free  Workshop 


